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containing gold pieces, and a large hamper, wherein are
placed several bottles of fine wine and the remains of the
various dishes and gastronomical masterpieces which have
figured on the table during the banquet. As a rule, the
old men dispose of these for considerable sums of money
to wealthy Viennese, who are only too delighted to pur-
chase them, and thus to be able to boast of having partaken
of the emperor's hospitality 1
Brought up by parents who are renowned for their relig-
ious bigotry, in the absolutist school of the great Prince
Metternich, Emperor Francis-Joseph has experienced the
utmost difficulty in reconciling his religious belief with his
obligations as a constitutional monarch, for he has been
repeatedly obliged to give his sanction as a sovereign to
reforms enacted by the legislature of Austria, and particu-
larly of Hungary, which were strongly opposed by the
Roman Catholic Church, fiercely denounced by the clergy,
and condemned by the Vatican. That he should in mat-
ters such as these have sacrificed his religious prejudices
and conscientious scruples to what he conceived to be his
duty as a constitutional monarch, speaks volumes for his
strength of character, and for his uprightness as a ruler.
There is only one thing that he has declined to do, in
spite of all the pressure brought to bear upon him by his
ministers and by his allies : he has absolutely declined to
visit Rome so long as the Pope remains deprived of his
temporal sovereignty. Ordinarily the most chivalrous and
courteous of monarchs, and extremely punctilious in the
fulfilment of all the obligations imposed by etiquette, he
has up to the present moment refrained from returning the
visit paid to his court at Vienna by King Humbert and
Queen Marguerite nearly twenty years ago. Leo XIII.,
like his predecessor, has intimated that he would regard

